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Rev. Father Xavier Thaninayagam Adigalar (1913 — 1980)
D.D.(Rome), M.A.., M.Litt (Annamalai) Ph.D. (London)

Reverend Xavier S. Thani Nayagam (Tamil: GellWy SHesflBMUIsGD, 2 August 1913 - 1
September 1980) was a Tamil scholar known for setting up the International Association for Tamil
Research (IATR) and organising the first World Tamil Conference. He is praised as the "Roving
Ambassador for Tamil".

Rev.Father Xavier S.Thani Nayagam, was born in Kayts, Tamil Eelam on 2 August 1913. His primary
education was at St.Anthony's College Kayts (1920-1922) and his secondary education was at
St.Patrick's College, Jaffna (1923-1930). His undergraduate education was at St.Bernard's Seminary,
Colombo (1931 - 1934) where he obtained a B.A. in Philosophy. He obtained his post graduate degrees
(M.A. and M.Litt) at Annamalai University in Tamil Nadu.

He served at the University of Malaya as Professor of Indian Studies (1961 - 1969) and was Founder
and Chief Editor of Tamil Culture (1951-1959). He died in Jaffna, Tamil Eelam on 1 September 1980.
Rev.Father Xavier S.Thani Nayagam was one of the founder members of the International Association
for Tamil Research whose first conference was held in Kuala Lumpur in 1966. Later IATR conferences
were held in Chennai in Tamil Nadu and in Jaffna in Tamil Eelam. Father Thaninayagam delivered the
Chelvanayagam Memorial Lectures in April 1980 four months before he passed way on 1 September
1990. Mr. K. Nesiah who was Chairman of the Thanthai Chelva Trust wrote in 1980:

"It was Father Thaninayagam who reminded his people of their great cultural heritage and the noble
ethical ideals permeating it. So to speak, he built in them their cultural identity and political
personality. And, more this deeply read scholar strode the continents carrying aloft the flag of the
Tamil language and culture and drawing many savants into its service. And so came into being, sixteen
years ago, the International Association of Tamil Research, linking the world's foremost Tamil scholars
who were able to meet successively in Kuala Lumpur, Madras, Paris and Jaffna..."

Father Thaninayagam researched at Annamalai University. His academic qualifications included D.D.
(Rome), M.A. M.Litt (Annamalai) and Ph.D. (London). Rev Thaninayagam is the founder of ULLAGA
THAMIL PANPADDU IYAKAM referred in English as INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT FOR TAMIL CULTURE
(IMTC) in 1974 having organised the 9*" Tamil Research World Conference in Jaffna. Fr. Thaninayagam
died in 1980. The University of Jaffna conferred an honorary doctorate on him after his death.



